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ICAQO 1ssues reminder on
procedures 1n the Nicosia
and Ankara FIRsS

Against the background of the continuing conflict in Lebanon, combined with the expectation that there will be
an increase in the traffic in the region as humanitarian and relief flights increase, ICAO has issued reminders on
the procedures to be followed in the Nicosia and Ankara FIRs. ICAO reminds operators “as a matter of urgency”
to strictly adhere to the specific procedural requirements at the interface between the two FIRs.

Specifically: While in the Ankara FIR radio contact with Nicosia ACC shall be established at least 10 minutes
before the FIR boundary and likewise when in the Nicosia FIR contact with Ankara ACC shall also be established
not less than 10 minutes before crossing the FIR boundary.

In addition, all flights not operating to or from airports in the area are requested to avoid changing Flight Level to
the maximum extent possible.

In its communiqué, ICAO included a copy of IATA’s Nicosia FIR/UIR Information Bulletin which is attached to this
Safety Bulletin.



07SABO6

IIEPRESEN.

BRIEFING
BULLETIN

NICOSIA FIRUIR
IATA COMMUNICATIONS / CONTROL PROCEDURES
(extract from IATA Information Bulleting

I F A I- P Abafet u Bulletin

The Global Voice of Pilots

FRA 99-A2

{ FRA92-A)

This Baulletin is compled from infomnation contained in various official documents and from
obssrvations of practical operaicns. Contents MUST be regarded as provisional pending
irrgeovement of the airspacs organization and of the ATS and COM senvicse by the authorities
concemad,

A General
Authority for Air Traffic Control within Nizosia FIRAJIR, rests soldy with Nicosia ACC. Boundary
betwesn Ankara - Mcosia FIRs/UIRs, muns from N360S E03000 to N3558 ECA230 1o N3SSS
E02333 to N3ESS ECAS40, ATC instructions must ONLY be acceptad from Niccela ACC, induding
allcation of SSA codes.
Most of the northeen part of Niczela FIR'UIR, inclusive of a wide area of the high ssas, has been
identified by Ercan Control, a station based in northemn Cyprus, faling under Turkish Cyprict

administration, as a zone under its centred. The authority of Ercan Cantrol over this zone for Air

Traffic Control purposss is NOT recognized by 1CAO,

Centrary to ICAD raquirements, no contact is effected between Ankara and Nizosia ACCs. Nicosia
ACC requires that sircralt approaching Nicosia FIRMIR from Ankara FIR make pre-entry contact
at least 10 minutes before the FIR boundary. It is essential that crews o:mply with lhls
requirsment. only then will Nicosia ACC be in a position to ontrol and p
appropriate traffic separation.

B. Southbound Procedures
While in Ankara FIR comply with control instructions issued by Ankara ACC (sither directly or by
relay through sny other station designated by Ankara, e.g. Ercan Control on 126.70 MHZ) up to
point VESAR (BS45) cr point TOME! (VA16).
Establish contact with Nicosia ACC at least 10 minutes before FIR BDY. Once contact
established and flight details including Fliaht Level (FL) information passed, avoid making
requests 10 Ankara ACC for FL changes for the rest of the flight through Ankara FIR,
unkss cli g from or d ding 1o asmcdromes in the immadiate vicinity of the FIR
boundary. I‘or any reason, it becomes absolutely necessary to make such kvel changes
after initial contactwith Nicosia while still in Ankara FIR, it is impanant for safety reascns that
Nicosia AGC be advised at onos of the change.
At VESAR or TOMBI, flights will come under the sole control of Nicosia, changs
automatically to Nicosia ACC. Although no formal transter of control procadures is affectad
between Ankara and Nicosia ACGCs and no changeover instrustions are issusd on crossing
the FIR boundary, flights should thereafter ONLY accept contred instructions issued by
Nizasia ACC until hand over 1o the next ATC Unit or FIR/UIR. Any invitation to change 1o
ancther station (&.a. Ercan control) should bs politaly ack lkedlged but digregarded. Incass
of insistence a check shoukd be made with Nicosia ACC.
For aircraft planning to continue the flight into Damascus FIR, additicnal communications
requirements exist, Refertopara. D.) below, under "EastboundWestbound Procedures”.
On complation of ATC formalities with Nicosia ACC after entry into the FIR and of position
reporting requirements for Damascus FIR, establish communications with Ercan Centroland
pase on relevant flight datails. This should ba regarded as a puraly countsay call - under NO
circumstances should any ATC instruction be accepted from Ercan.

€. Northbound Procedures
Due to lack of contact bety the two cent d flight inf ion can ONLY b=
provided to Ankara by relay, Provide flight information at least 10 minutes prior to entering
Ankara FIR, along ULE19, WUW10, B/UB{S5, A/UA1E OR AMUA2S 1o Ercan Control on
126.70 for relay 1o Ankara.
Control authority of Nicosia ACC remains absolute up to the point of entry into Ankara FIR.
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NICOSIA FIRVIR
IATA COMMUNICATIONS / CONTROL PROCEDURES
(=ctract rom IATA Information Bulleting
D. Eastbound / Westbound Procedures
Eastbound aircraft entering Damascus FIR via routes ULE1 9, W/UW10, RPURTS or WAUWAT
are required to establish comtact with Dx ACC 10 before ETA pasition
NIKAS. If for any reason this is not possible, aircraft must provide, a position repont to
Latakia Radio, a relay station for Damascus ACC, at pasition VESAR, ALSUS or BALMA
for relay 1o Damascus.
Even if a position report and flight details have been communizated to Latakia Radio, two-
way communications with Damascus ACC must b= completed as sarly as possible before
passing Banias NDB.
Nicasla ACC remains primary station for listening watch until NIKAS, where change to
Damascus shall be sffected.
Westbound aircraft from Damascus FIR establish ications with Nicosia ACC at the
FIR BDRY (NIKAS), unless requested by Damascus ACC to call Nicosia earlier.
A courtesy call may be made to Ercan Control. If flight continues into Ankara FIR, provide

adv‘ance flight information to Ankara ACC via Ercan Control at least 10 minutes before
g the Nicosia/Ankara FIR bound

Comml amhonty reats firmly with Nicosia ACO until the FIR BDY (VESAR), thereafter it

changes to Ankara. Further calls o Ercan may be mads as requested to the extent other

commitments permit.

Special Communications and Control Procedures applying to aircraft Enroute

Mut - VESAR - NIKAS - Banias or vice versa
A. SOUTHBOUND. continuing eastward into Damascus FIR
1. 10 minutes before ETA VESAR:

a. Primary station is Ankara ACC.

b. CallNcosia ACC and commuricate essential flight details [FL, ETAFIR (VESAR), ROUTE,
e
Note: Avoid Flight Level changes from this peint until FIR bzundary and contral transtermed

1o Nicosia ACC. If change sbsolutely necaesary, cbiain clearance from Arkara ACC
ard keep Nicosia ACC informed.
2. AtVESAR:

a. Transfer control to Nicosia ACC. Do NOT accept ATC dearances from any other station,
From new on until next FIR BORY, primary listening watch must remain with Niczsia ACC,
which is also the authority for SSR codss.

b. Establish contact with Damascus ACC. If no contact, call Latakia Radio, transmit essential
flight details for relay to Damascus ACC.

¢. Call Ercan, pass assantial flight details (ATO VESAR, FL, ETA NIKAS).

3. Before Banias:
Conunue to contact Dy ACC if e
it i & requiremeant to blist
4. Ai NIKAS:
Tranefer contrel to Damascus ACC,

B. WESTBOUND, continuing northwards into Ankara FIR
1. In Damascus FIR, before passing NIKAS:
Frimary station is Damascus ACC. No need for advance call 1o Nicosia FIR unkess request
to that effect recsived from Damascus ACC.
2. AtNIKAS:
a. Transter control to Nizesia ACC.
Control authority remains with Nicosia ACC until point VESAR.
b. Call Ercan on 126.70, pass essential flight details for relay 1o Ankara ACC.
Note: Any Flight Level changes made thersafter under i ions from Nicosia ACC
must be communicated at cnce to Ercan Gontrol for relay to Ankara ACC.
3. AMtVESAR:
Transfer to Ankara ACC,

RETAIN THIS BULLETIN UNTIL ADVISED TO DESTROY.

ions have not been established yet,
contact well before passing Banias.
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IFALPA provides this data for information only, In all cases pilots should follow their
company’s guidance and procedures.
In the interests of flight safety, reproduction of this bulletin in whole or in part is
encouraged. It may not be offered for sale or used commercially. All reprints must
credit IFALPA.



World Air Ops provides Airlines, Aircraft Operators, and Pilots around the World
with Operational Support, Flight Planning, Ferry Flights, and Aircraft Deliveries.

You may be interested to view other documents in our Free Resource Library - organised by region:

North Atlantic NAT
Africa AFIl
Europe EUR
Pacific PAC
South America SAM
North America NAM
Asia ASI

Our Operations Room has live Airspace, Fuel, and Navigation information updates.
www.worldairops.com/opsroom.html

We provide:
Route planning and analysis

Computerised Flight Planning for Business Aviation, Airlines, Charter, Cargo and Military.
Co-ordination of 3rd party Airport handling, Ground Support, Contract Fuel, Customs
Delivery, Ferry, and Positioning Flights

Charter Flights, Overflight permits, ‘First Visit’ kits and aerodrome reviews.

Oceanic Flights, Organised Track Systems, International Procedures.

Visit our website for more: www.worldairops.com
Or email us your question - we're here to help : airsupport@worldairops.com

15 minute response time.
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Our aim is to create a free, central Library for Flight Planning users worldwide.This document has been provided by World Air Ops in good faith, and assumed to be
in the public domain and available to all airspace users as information material. In the event that this is not the case, please let us know!
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